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DID YOU KNOW?
• At Chinese New Year, red envelopes containing money are exchanged
between family and friends as an expression of good luck and affection
• China produces 95% of the world’s fireworks. No single hour
anywhere in the world sees as many tons of fireworks as at the
Chinese New Year’s Eve midnight moment
• It’s a period full of traditions, such as not sweeping or cleaning on
New Year’s Day itself, else good fortune will be swept away
• Schools and businesses all close for one week starting 4 February,
and the celebrations last for around two weeks
• Scotland’s first ever direct flight to China, between Edinburgh
and Beijing, started in June 2018
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Chinese New Year is a celebration of the new year according to the lunar
calendar, sharing many similarities with Scotland’s own Christmas and Hogmanay
traditions. Each year is attributed to an animal from 12 year cycles of the Chinese
Zodiac; and on Mon 4 Feb 2019, one in six people across the world will count
down to midnight to see in the Year of the Pig, which begins on Tue 5 Feb.
Chinese New Year Edinburgh is the largest Chinese New Year celebration
in Scotland. For the first time ever, a co-ordinated programme of special
events and initiatives will take place across Scotland’s capital as locals and
visitors celebrate together. Cultural highlights include Edinburgh’s Official
Chinese New Year Concert at the Usher Hall, the Giant Lanterns of China at
Edinburgh Zoo and the opening of the brand-new East Asia Gallery at the
National Museum of Scotland. Local businesses in the city will also welcome
visitors with everything from traditional red envelopes to bespoke cocktails.
We hope that you will get involved, maintaining the incredible energy from
Scotland’s Hogmanay celebrations and enjoy Edinburgh’s contribution to one
of the world’s largest cultural celebrations.

Xin Nián Kuài Lè!
(Happy New Year)

Lord Provost Frank Ross, City of Edinburgh Council
Consul General Pan Xinchun, Consulate General of
the People’s Republic of China in Edinburgh
Professor Ian Baxter, Scottish Confucius Institute of
Business & Communication at Heriot-Watt University

Chinese New
Year Edinburgh
runs from 2–17
February 2019.
Full details and
schedule at
chinesenewyear.
scot

Developed by Edinburgh Tourism Action Group and supported by Scottish
Confucius Institute for Business & Communication at Heriot-Watt University
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EXPLORING
EAST ASIA AT THE
NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF SCOTLAND
Celebrate Chinese New Year with a visit to
the brand new Exploring East Asia Gallery

T

hree new galleries opening on Fri 8 Feb 2019 at the National Museum
of Scotland will aim to create engaging and inspiring new displays of
internationally significant material. Of these three galleries, Exploring East
Asia will present a unique perspective on China, Japan and Korea, enabling
visitors to explore and contrast the diverse traditions, peoples and histories of
these three fascinating and dynamic cultures.
National Museums Scotland’s Chinese, Japanese, and Korean collections are
among the most important collections in the UK and reflect over a century and a half
of continuous collecting of fine and decorative arts, archaeology and textiles. Objects
range in age from Chinese oracle bones dating from 1,100 BC – National Museums
Scotland has the largest and most significant collection in Europe – to contemporary
pieces, including works newly commissioned for the gallery from East Asian artists.
Helping to tell the story of this remarkable nation, highlights of the Chinese
display include a spectacular lacquer rice measure from the imperial court of
the Ming dynasty, a 3000-year-old ritual food vessel (gui) of bronze, decorated
with stylised animal masks and dragon-shaped handles, rare examples of military
costume, a porcelain punchbowl made for export in 1747 depicting the Duke
of Cumberland and the Battle of Culloden, and examples of lacquer, textile and
porcelain from the Mao era (1950s-1960s).
n Exploring East Asia, National Museum of Scotland, from Fri 8 Feb. nms.ac.uk
4
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EDINBURGH’S
OFFICIAL CHINESE
NEW YEAR CONCERT
A multicultural musical voyage with artists
and soloists from China and Scotland

T

he Asian Association of Culture, Commerce and Education in Europe is
once again pleased to present the official Chinese New Year Concert at
the Usher Hall on Sat 9 Feb 2019. Chinese New Year, known as the Spring
Festival or Lunar New Year in China, will be celebrated on stage by the Edinburgh
Symphony Orchestra, the Edinburgh Singers, and many outstanding artists and
soloists from China and Scotland.
The concert involves instrumental performances and vocal virtuosos, with
Chinese folk pieces such as ‘Jasmine Flower’ (茉莉花) and ‘Blooming Flowers
and Full Moon’ (花好月圆) chosen for the occasion, combining traditional
elements with the orchestration of Western music traditions.
In addition to the Chinese folk classics, there will also be a few favourites
from the Western classical repertoire alongside some contemporary pieces
by Bob Chilcott and James MacMillan. Young dancers will perform a specially
choreographed routine to the well-loved ‘Blue Danube’, played by a live orchestra.
The spectacle promises to delight all the senses, with the night concluding with a
never before heard rendition of ‘Auld Lang Syne’.
Join in this musical celebration to say farewell to the loyalty and honesty of the
Dog, while welcoming the happiness and gentleness of the Pig.
n Edinburgh Official Chinese New Year Concert, Usher Hall, Sat 9 Feb, 6pm,
£15–£20 (£10–£15). usherhall.co.uk
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MYTHS & LEGENDS
AT GIANT LANTERNS
OF CHINA
Edinburgh Zoo’s winter event features hundreds
of gigantic lanterns inspired by mythical
creatures from Scottish and Chinese folklore

T

he Giant Lanterns of China return to Edinburgh Zoo this winter for Edinburgh
Zoo’s biggest ever event. Discover a new and exciting adventure as Scottish
myths, ancient Chinese legends and incredible creatures come to life.
The enchanting trail around the Zoo was created by 200 specialist artisans from
China and took over 100 days to construct. Escape into a world of folktales and
fantasy with over 450 beautifully crafted lanterns lighting a trail through the Zoo,
constructed with 50,000 metres of fabric and 80,000 LED lights. For 50 nights,
you can see unicorns, giants, kelpies and even the Loch Ness Monster, alongside
animals past and present.
This unique and special event also includes regular performances from Chinese
entertainers, handmade crafts from Chinese artisans in a festive marketplace and
seasonal hot drinks and snacks to keep you warm.
The event has 15 minute entry time slots from 4.45pm to 7.30pm for a 8.45pm
finish (start times vary during February). You will be asked to select an entry time
after you have chosen your tickets. Book now to visit Scotland’s only Chinese
lantern festival. Brought to you in partnership with the VYA Creative Lantern
Company, DDM Entertainment and Events Inc and the Confucius Institute for
Scotland.
n Giant Lanterns of China, Edinburgh Zoo, until Sun 17 Feb.
edinburghzoo.org.uk/lanterns
8
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St Cecilia’s

Scottish Confucius Institute for
Business and Communication,
Heriot-Watt University, Currie,
Jan–Mar, dates and times vary,
confuciusinstitute.hw.ac.uk
A variety of classes suitable for all
levels and interests, ranging from
introductory language tutorials and
history classes to Chinese brush
painting and arts and crafts sessions.
See website for full breakdown of
classes, dates, times and prices.

THE CHINA-SCOTLAND
BUSINESS AWARDS &
THE CHINESE BURNS
SUPPER 2019
Waldorf Astoria, Edinburgh, Thu
24 Jan, 6.30pm, cbbc.org
A permanent fixture in the ChinaScotland business calendar, the
CBBC’s Chinese Burns Supper is a
fusion of Burns Night and Chinese
New Year traditions, serving as a
backdrop for black-tie networking
for the China-Scotland business and
educational community. The line-up
on the night includes Hong Kongbased singer Kate Targett-Adams,
an excellent speaker for the Immortal
Memory and other unique elements
of cultural fusion.

A ROYAL MILE SPECIAL:
CHINESE NEW YEAR
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BARCLAY PRICE: THE
CHINESE IN BRITAIN
National Library of Scotland,
Edinburgh, Mon 4 Feb, 2pm;
Blackwell’s, South Bridge,
Edinburgh, Thu 7 Feb, 6.30pm
Barclay Price launches his new book,
The Chinese in Britain – A History
of Visitors and Settlers, detailing the
lives of the first Chinese residents
and visitors to Scotland.

Mercat Tours, Edinburgh, Sat 2 &
Sat 9 Feb, 3pm, mercattours.com
The pig is hard-working, focused,
trusting and social; and we have
plenty of those characters in
Scotland’s history. Join in on this
trot around the city to discover its
secrets and a story or two about the
creatures themselves.

ST CECILIA’S BILINGUAL
CEILIDH
St Cecilia’s Hall & Music
Museum, Edinburgh, Mon 4 Feb,
6.30pm, stcecilias.ed.ac.uk
The Museums in Mandarin team
have paired up with a ceilidh caller to
make the joy and breathless wonder
of the traditional Scottish ceilidh
accessible to visitors and residents
from China. Live music, a historic
dancing space and interpreted dance
directions will be provided.

EXPECT THE
UNEXPECTED RARE
BOOKS EXHIBITION
TOURS, IN MANDARIN
AND ENGLISH
University of Edinburgh Main
Library, Mon 4 & Tue 5 Feb,
1.15pm, ed.ac.uk
Join Kirsty McNab, University of
Edinburgh Exhibitions Officer, and
a member of the Museums in
Mandarin Team for an exploration of
this fascinating exhibition. Objects
include photographs of China
from the 1858-60s and an early
quarto edition of Shakespeare’s
Love’s Labour’s Lost, the first of his
published works to include his name
on the title page.

SPOTLIGHT TOURS OF
ST CECILIA’S HALL IN
MANDARIN AND ENGLISH
St Cecilia’s Hall & Music

Museum, Edinburgh, Mon 4 & Tue
5 Feb, 12pm & 3.30pm, stcecilias.
ed.ac.uk
Join the University’s Museums
Services Manager and a member of
the Museums in Mandarin Team for
a spotlight tour of the oldest concert
hall in Scotland and enjoy highlights
from its world-class music instrument
collection.

A CELEBRATION OF
CHINESE MUSIC
St Cecilia’s Hall & Music
Museum, Edinburgh, Tue 5 Feb,
6pm, stcecilias.ed.ac.uk
Edinburgh’s Chinese musicians
celebrate Chinese New Year in
Scotland with a performance
of traditional Chinese music,
highlighting the beauty and richness
of China’s musical heritage.

CHINESE FILMS
Scottish Confucius Institute for
Business and Communication,
Heriot-Watt University, Currie,
Tue 5, 12, 26 Feb; Tue 12, 19 Mar,
6.15pm, confuciusinstitute.hw.ac.
uk
Film series screening one Chinese
film each session, prefaced by a
brief introduction and a discussion
into interesting cultural and historical
aspects and language expressions
that will be seen in the film.
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CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE
FOR SCOTLAND CHINESE
NEW YEAR PARTY
Confucius Institute for Scotland,
Edinburgh, Fri 8 Feb, 6pm,
confuciusinstitute.ac.uk
Join the Confucius Institute for
Scotland’s annual Chinese New Year
party to mark the arrival of the Year
of the Pig. Meet up with friends old
and new over some delicious jiaozi
and a glass or two, and take part in
cultural activities including mah-jong,
calligraphy, karaoke and Chinese
chess. Please register to ensure your
entrance and to allow us the chance
to provide enough Chinese dumplings!
Book your ticket from 1 Feb 2019.

CHINESE MUSIC AND
DANCE PERFORMANCES
National Museum of Scotland,
Edinburgh, Sat 9 Feb, 3.45pm,
nms.ac.uk
To celebrate the opening of the
new Exploring East Asia gallery,
enjoy spectacular performances of
traditional Chinese dance and music,
featuring the captivating sounds of
many Chinese instruments including
the guzheng, pipa, erhu, yangqin
and zhongyuan. In association with
the Edinburgh Arts and Culture
Committee.

THE YEAR OF THE PIG:
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CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING
Scottish National Gallery,
Edinburgh, Sat 9 Feb, 10.30am,
£45 (£40), nationalgalleries.org
Learn how to paint a peony and
pig, both of which symbolise wealth
and prosperity in Chinese culture, at
this workshop led by artist Suzanne
Chong. All materials provided, suitable
for beginners.

EAST ASIA FAMILY
ACTIVITY DAY
National Museum of Scotland,
Edinburgh, Sun 10 Feb, 11am,
nms.ac.uk
Drop in for an afternoon of cultural
tasters based on traditions and
celebrations in China, Japan and
Korea. Dress up in traditional
costumes, try your hand at calligraphy,
paper and flower crafts, enjoy music
and dance performances and play
some exciting family games. With
support from the Confucius Institute
for Scotland’s Schools, Japanese Arts
and Culture International, Sukjin Kim.

CHINESE NEW YEAR AT
THE MUSEUM
National Museum of Scotland,
Edinburgh, Thu 14 Feb, 11am,
nms.ac.uk
Celebrate Chinese New Year at this
fun family afternoon. Make a paper
lantern and hong bao (red packets

traditionally gifted at Chinese New
Year), try your hand at knot-tying and
calligraphy and dress up in traditional
costumes for a family photo. There’s
also the new family trail to explore all
week long – can you find all 12 zodiac
animals hiding around the museum?

CELEBRATING YEAR
OF THE PIG WITH THE
CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE
FOR SCOTLAND
Edinburgh Zoo, Fri 15 Feb, 6pm,
confuciusinstitute.ac.uk
The Confucius Institute for Scotland
hosts a Chinese New Year reception
at the Edinburgh Zoo to mark the
arrival of the Year of the Pig. Enjoy the
festivities and gorgeous lanterns on
display. Places at this event are limited
and booking is essential. Participants
must present the booking details at
the event. Booking information will be
Shanghai
Theatre
Academy
Performance
Group

available from the institute’s website
from 8 Feb 2019.

SHANGHAI THEATRE
ACADEMY PERFORMANCE
GROUP
National Museum of Scotland,
Edinburgh, Sat 16 Feb, 11am, nms.
ac.uk
Come and see this acclaimed dance
group, from one of China’s leading
performing arts universities, bring the
Grand Gallery to life as they present
a selection of beautiful and dynamic
dances from their current UK tour to
mark the celebration of the Chinese
New Year.

HERIOT WATT’S CHINESE
NEW YEAR CONCERT
Lecture Theatre, Science Building,
Royal Botanic Gardens, Wed 20
Feb, 7.30pm, confuciusinstitute.
hw.ac.uk
As part of the Chinese New
Celebrations for the Year of the Pig,
the Scottish Confucius Institute for
Business and Communication will
be hosting a performance of musical
pieces based on traditional Chinese
folk music by the Rainbow Melodies
ensemble, with ten musicians taking
part from Tianjin University for Finance
and Economics. The musicians will
be playing the erhu, Chinese zither,
drum, pipa and suona horn.
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The List are helping you celebrate Chinese New Year with
a range of discounts and offers from some of Edinburgh’s
best restaurants, hotels and shops

Shop & Stay

Food & Drink
SCOTCH MALT WHISKY SOCIETY
Sat 26 Jan–Tue 5 Feb, smws.
com Receive a red envelope (with any
purchase) containing special SMWS
surprises. Bring proof of this advert.

CHINESE NEW YEAR AT THE
BALMORAL
1 Princes St, Edinburgh Celebrate
with an overnight stay in The Balmoral
and receive a complimentary upgrade
to a room with a view in the same
category.

THE HUB CAFE
Tue 29 Jan–Tue 5 Feb, thehubedinburgh.com The Hub have
translated their menu into Mandarin and
are offering a 10% discount on food
throughout the week leading up to Tue
5 Feb.

LAINGS
72 George Street, Edinburgh
Laings will be giving out red envelopes,
lucky coins and fortune cookies to all
customers who visit during 29 Jan
and 12 Feb. Laings will also launch an
exclusive CNY online promotion. See
laingsuk.com for details.

EDINBURGH FARMERS’ MARKET
Sat 2 Feb,
edinburghfarmersmarket.co.uk The
multi-award winning market on Castle
Terrace will be decorated with lanterns
and have some very special activities.

CODE POD HOSTEL
50 Rose St N Ln, Edinburgh CoDE
Hostel is offering a 20% discount code
when booking from Sun 3 to Thu 7 Feb
2019 using the code Aye-Ding-Bao.
LINKS OF LONDON
3 Multrees Walk, Edinburgh Links
of London has created 12 charms to
represent each Zodiac animal, with
14

each charm possessing a unique
character of its own.
ROX
Assembly Rooms, 54 George
St, Edinburgh ROX is celebrating a
fresh start to the year offering clients
Chinese red tea and traditional treats
from February 5–17 in its George Street
boutique.

LEITH MARKET
Sat 2, 9 and 16 Feb,
stockbridgemarket.com/leith Stalls
at Leith Market are celebrating Chinese
New Year by offering tasty discounts
and themed menus.
CHINESE NEW YEAR MENU
AT THE BALMORAL
Sat 2–Sun 17 Feb, roccofortehotels.
com A special menu featuring baozi
(steamed buns), spring rolls and
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Balmoral long life noodles will be
available all day.
CANNONBALL RESTAURANT
Sat 2–Sun 17 Feb, contini.com/
cannonball The building will be turned
red and the restaurant will serve the
most exquisite Scottish shellfish. Book
ahead and quote ‘Chinese New Year’
to receive a complimentary nip of
Glengoyne 10 year old or gin liqueur.
HARVEY NICHOLS
Mon 4–Sat 16 Feb, harveynichols.
com Book in with the Forth Floor
Brasserie and for only £15 sample
delicate petits fours alongside a hot
drink (tea/coffee) of your choice and
receive an exclusive luxury red goodybag from La Mer for Chinese New Year.
THE PRINTING PRESS
Tue 5 Feb,
printingpressedinburgh.co.uk
On the day of Chinese New Year, all
restaurant customers will receive a
special handmade fortune cookie along
with an added value promotional prizewinning red envelope with their bill.
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2019
YEAR OF THE PIG

Let’s celebrate together with Edinburgh’s largestever programme of Chinese New Year events as
the world welcomes the Year of the Pig.
Highlights include:

THE GIANT LANTERNS OF CHINA MYTHS AND LEGENDS
Edinburgh Zoo, until 17 Feb
BRAND-NEW EAST ASIA GALLERY
National Museum of Scotland, from 8 Feb
2019 EDINBURGH OFFICIAL CHINESE NEW YEAR CONCERT
Usher Hall, 9 Feb
Plus many more promotions, offers,
classes and celebrations

Visit ChineseNewYear.Scot for full details

