


A festive mix of Christmas markets, elliptical ice rink, fantastic lights and not forgetting Santa Claus, making Christmas in Edinburgh a truly 
magical event. Underbelly are producing Edinburgh’s Christmas on behalf of City Of Edinburgh Council for the fifth successive year. 
 
 
 

Switching on the Christmas Lights 

Edinburgh’s Giant Advent Calendar 

St Andrew’s Square Ice Rink 

European Christmas Markets 

Ice Kingdom 

Santa’s Grotto 

Big Wheel, Star Flyer and many other 
rides 

Underbelly’s signature Spiegeltent 



 

THE AUDIENCE 

43% 

33% 
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10% 

Edinburgh and 
Lothians 

Wider Scotland 

Wider UK 

Abroad 

32% 

34% 66% 33% 
Attend with 

children 

Attendee Demographic 

Attending for 
the first time 

65% attend 
multiple days 

97% are happy 
with the event 

Average spend of 
£70 per person 



 

 

City Prosperity 
Well educated, affluent 

professionals living in expensive 
urban homes 

Domestic Success 
High-earning families living 

affluent lifestyles in upmarket 
neighbourhoods 

Young Professionals 
Young people in their 20s or 

30s in the early stages of their 
careers 



 

 
17 November – 24 December 2017 



 

 
17 November 2017 – 6 January 2018 



 

 

Princes Street Gardens and the Mound feature a festive and 
authentic European style Christmas market packed with stalls 
selling gifts, hot food and festive drinks. 
 
There are also the iconic attractions of the Big Wheel, the Star 
Flyer and Santa Land attractions including the Christmas Tree 
Maze.  

18 November  2017–  6 January 2018 



 

 
18 November  2017–  6 January 2018 



 

 

 
 

1 - 25 December 2017 



 



 

The World’s 

leading 
Festival City 
 

• The biggest and best festivals 
in the world - Edinburgh is 
recognised as the world’s 
No.1 Festival City 
 

• 11 major annual festivals 
representing talents from 
more than a third of the 
world 
 

• Attracting over 4.5m people 
per year - only the Olympics 
and the FIFA World Cup 
exceed the number of tickets 
sold for Edinburgh’s festival 
events 
 

• Edinburgh’s Hogmanay is 
highlighted as one of the ‘Top 
100 things to do before you 
die’ and is in Discovery 
Channel – Top 25 World 
Travel Experiences’ 



 30th December 
31st December 

Hogmanay Celebrations 1st January 

Torchlight  
Procession 

 
 

Bairns 
 Afore 

Fireworks 
Viewing Area 

Hogmanay 
HQ 

Loony 
Dook 

 
 

Street 
Party 

Concert in the 
Gardens 

Ceilidh Under the 
Castle 

Message from the Skies 
 *until 25th January 

Hogmanay Events 



 

THE AUDIENCE 

>70 Countries 
Represented by 
different visitors 

Attendee 
Demographic 

Visitors attend 
for the ‘Scottish 

experience’ 

Frequently a 
sell out event 

87% are happy 
with the event 

79% of attendees 
follow the event 
on social media 

23% 

12% 

35% 

30% 

Edinburgh and 
Lothians 

UK 

International 

Wider 
Scotland 

395,000 
visitors 



 

Torchlight Procession 



Bairns Afore 
 
 



Street Party 
 



 

Hogmanay HQ 
 
Hogmanay HQ is the centre point of the 
Hogmanay celebrations and will host an 
exclusive VIP party for 200 guests with a well-
known DJ providing the music to be played 
across the street party arena.  
 
 



For a more traditional celebration, Edinburgh’s Hogmanay 
presents Ceilidh Under The Castle.  
 
Party-goers will dance the night away under Edinburgh’s 
Castle Rock, led by some of Scotland’s finest Ceilidh 
bands with an international audience of up to 80%.  
 
When it comes to midnight, the 3,500 attendees will be 
treated to an exceptional view of the fireworks ensuring a 
momentous end to 2017.  

Ceilidh under  

the Castle 



Concert  

in the Gardens 



 

Loony Dook 
 



 

Message from 

the Skies 
 
An ambitious and innovative outdoor 
immersive literary experience, which 
will take place across Edinburgh from 
New Year’s Day through to Burns Night.  
 
At the heart of the project is New Year's 
Resurrection, a brand-new story by Val 
McDermid, one of Scotland’s most 
popular writers, co-commissioned by 
Underbelly and the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival. The story 
will be revealed through projections on 
buildings and landmarks across 
Edinburgh, the first UNESCO City of 
Literature.  
 
Audiences will read the story by walking 
from building to building, and on their 
journey from chapter to chapter, they 
will discover the city’s architecture, 
history, literary heritage and businesses. 



 

Alongside the commissioned story, an outreach 
programme will engage schools in the Edinburgh 
area. Children will be asked to write their own short 
story, using Edinburgh as an inspiration, and three 
young winners will also see their own stories light up 
the night sky.  
 
An integrated app is being developed to translate 
each chapter into a range of key languages and to 
provide a route map through the city.  

Val McDermid 

Underbelly is working with Pearlfisher, Scotland’s 
touring new-writing and talent development 
company; with projection specialists Double Take 
Projections; and with some of Scotland’s leading 
composers to create a memorable event based on a 
new work by one of Scotland’s most acclaimed 
authors.  This unique story will be projected onto a 
number buildings and spaces across Edinburgh.  



Amplifying the 

Message from the 
Skies 

Val McDermid 


