
   

 
 

 
Edinburgh Festivals 70th Anniversary 

Tourism Innovation Fund Guidance Note 

 
Since their founding in 1947 the Edinburgh Festivals have become the envy of cities around the world. 
Individually the Festivals are leading brands in their respective fields. Together, they are an 
unparalleled marketing and media machine that generate millions of attendances, hundreds of millions 
of broadcast viewers, cultivate complex brand sponsorships, and generate acres of press and online 
coverage across national and international markets. Their 70th anniversary year provides a great 
opportunity for businesses to develop tourism partnerships with one or more festivals. 
 
The Festivals Tourism Innovation Fund is there to support new product development and can help 
contribute towards research and development costs (it does not support consumer facing marketing 
activities). These can be anything from small events or tourism trails, to large scale initiatives; the only 
proviso is that they enhance the city’s tourism offering. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the fund are to: 

 Encourage tourism businesses, operators, and organisations to collaborate and develop new 
products or experiences which showcase the Festivals offer in a different way 

 Generate sustainable business development opportunities and activities 

 Capitalise on the Festivals 70th anniversary opportunity 

 
THE CRITERIA 
To be eligible to apply you and your project need to match the following criteria.  

1. They must be a collaborative partnership between at least one eligible* tourism business (see 
below) and one or more of the Edinburgh Festivals (as seen on 
www.edinburghfestivalcity.com) 

2. They must be new Edinburgh based projects 
3. They must have tourist appeal and clearly capitalise on the Festivals 70th Anniversary 

opportunity 
4. They should be innovative – the funding can be used to support new ideas, trialling new 

experiences or the development of new offerings 
5. They should aim to be financially sustainable – projects must demonstrate long-term financial 

viability 
 

Funding will be prioritised for projects which: 
1. Aim to enhance the experience for those who are already in Edinburgh. 
2. Address a gap in the existing offering. 
3. Complement the existing offering. 
4. Provide new long term tourism assets for Edinburgh 
5. Encourage greater exploration of/engagement with the Edinburgh Festivals. 
6. Aim to attract more non-local visitors to the area. 

http://www.edinburghfestivalcity.com/


   

7. Encourage visitors to stay longer and spend more. 
 

* Eligible businesses will need to be operating in some tourist related activity e.g. 

 Accommodation providers  

 Visitor Attraction 

 Guided Tours 

 Tour Operator   

 Retailers and Bookshops 

 Restaurants, cafes, pubs and bars 

 Libraries or Museums 

 Other tourism or heritage related businesses and organisations. 
* Eligible businesses will be one of the following legal entities:  

 A private business 

 Non-profit sector corporation, incorporated association or trust 

 Charity 

 Cooperative 

 A local authority attraction, library or museum 

 A consortium of partners (led by any of the above category of organisations) 

 
FINANCE 

 The Edinburgh Festivals Tourism Innovation Fund provides up to £6,000 of support to a project 

 Projects will be funded up to 80% 

 Applicants are required to provide a minimum of 20% cash contribution 

 
EVALUATION 
If you are successful in your application to this fund you will be required to collect and provide us with 
the following: 

 the information against the key performance indicators you identified in this form 

 a general statement of how you feel the project has gone, whether in your view it has been 
successful 

 any other supporting evidence you have 
By providing us with this information we can help you promote your product/experience to ensure it 
reaches as wide a market as possible. It also helps us evaluate and develop this fund.  

 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
In addition to financial support applicants will be able to consult with our very own Edinburgh Festivals 
expert who can help inform and shape your ideas. Depending on the nature and scale of the projects, 
applicants may also be able to tap into specialist innovation support from Scottish Enterprise including 
our regular tourism innovation surgeries. This support includes: 

 Developing your ideas 

 Refining your ideas 

 Collaboration and working with others to enhance the offering 
 
For more information and insights about the Edinburgh tourism sector and to book an Innovation 
Surgery, go to www.etag.org.uk   
 
The Innovation Fund is funded by Scottish Enterprise  as part of its ongoing support for the Edinburgh 
tourism sector. 

http://www.etag.org.uk/
https://www.scottish-enterprise.com/

